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many pages, on the controversy between New York and Vermont, — a 
portion of history which we have nowhere else seen so well condensed 
and so impartially exhibited. The Vetoes, with the reasons for them, 
were compiled from five folio manuscripts in the office of the Secretary 
of State. The entire volume — consisting in great part of materials 
never before published — forms a most valuable contribution to the 
history of New York, and will be an enduring memorial of its author's 
industry, skill, and public spirit. 



18. — 1. Grasses and Forage Plants. A Practical Treatise, comprising 
their Natural History ; Comparative Nutritive Value ; Method of 
Cultivating, Cutting, and Curing ; and the Management of Grass 
Lands in the United States and British Provinces. By Charles L. 
Flint, Secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Agriculture ; Mem- 
ber of the Boston Society of Natural History, etc., etc. With One 
Hundred and Seventy Illustrations. Fifth Edition. Revised and 
Enlarged. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, Lee, & Co. 1860. 12mo. 
pp. 398. 

2. Milch Cows and Dairy Farming ; comprising the Breeds, Breeding, 
and Management in. Health and Disease, of Dairy and other Stock ; 
the Selection of Milch Cows, with a full Explanation of Quenon's 
Method ; the Culture of Forage Plants, and the Production of Milk, 
Butter, and Cheese ; embodying the most recent Improvements, and 
adapted to Farming in the United States and British Provinces 
With a Treatise upon the Dairy Husbandry of Holland ; to which is 
added Horsfall's System of Dairy Management. By Charles L. 
Flint. Liberally illustrated. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, Lee, & 
Co. 1860. 12mo. pp. 426. 

Had these volumes been the only result of the erection of the agri- 
cultural department into a branch of our State administration, they 
would immeasurably overpay its cost to the public treasury. When 
we compare the revenue derived from the same number of acres in 
America and in the most dejisely peopled countries of Europe, waste 
presents itself as the salient feature of our farming. The divorce be- 
tween science and agriculture has, till of late, been almost entire. 
Methods in the outset chosen at haphazard have become traditional ; 
and the enterprising farmer, instead of bestowing his well-directed 
energies so as to make his domain more and more productive, has had 
it for his sole ambition to enlarge the boundaries of a territory already 
exceeding his capacity of cultivation. Of the details embraced in 
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the works before us we are not qualified to judge; but it is easy to 
see that Mr. Flint has brought to the subjects before him the instru- 
ments of research afforded by his thorough academic culture and dis- 
cipline, the lights of extensive reading and observation, the latest 
science of the day, and the most careful and thorough calculation of 
costs and profits. In style, method, and comprehensiveness, his books 
are fitted to become classics in their respective departments. They 
ought to be in the hands of every farmer and grazier in the land. 



19. — Letters from Switzerland. By Samuel Iren^eus Prime, Au- 
thor of " Travels in Europe and the East," &c, &e. New York : 
Sheldon & Co. 1860. 12mo. pp. 264. 

This volume is of great interest and value as a faithful record of all 
the experiences of travel. Other tourists have given us more glowing 
sketches from single points of view and of individual objects of interest ; 
but we have seldom read an itinerary which presents so much of Swiss 
life in all its forms and aspects, of the incidents of mountain travel, 
and of the secondary features of scenery so often overlooked in the 
fresh enthusiasm of a first visit to that wonderful land. The nar- 
rative is easy and graceful. The greater part of the work consists 
of letters addressed to the New York Observer. These are followed 
by " Pictures of Switzerland," originally published in Harper's Monthly, 
and containing some needless repetitions of what had been at least as 
well told in the preceding chapters. 



20. — 1. The Sea Lions: or, The Lost Sealers. 

2. The Monikins. 

3. Satanstoe : or, The Littlepage Manuscripts. A Tale of the Colony. 

4. Home as Found. Sequel to " Homeward Bound." By J. Feni- 
moke Cooper. Illustrated from Drawings by F. 0. C. Darley. 
New York : W. A. Townsend & Co. 1860. 

As we have already twice noticed this edition of Cooper's Novels, 
all that we need say now is to remind our readers of its unsurpassed 
beauty in everything that depends on the taste, judgment, and generos- 
ity of the publishers. It is superfluous to say anything of the Novels 
themselves, except that, like wine, they " improve by keeping," and 
grow in interest and in their historical value, as the times and events 
to which they relate fade from the memory of the living. Darley's 



